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A New Generation’s Challenges on the California Coast



CALIFORNIANS LOVE THE COAST

Between 83 and 94 percent of California voters say the condition
of our ocean and beaches is important to them personally. Darker
colors represent a higher percentage of voters in each region.




San Elijo State Beach

32 likes 62w

piodoyle Family vacation success.
#PioDoyleVacay

beccajoydunn Love San Elijo! We have
reservations in October! Go get some Bull
Taco nachos and enjoy your time in that
lovely place! &

nashifuku Glad you guys are having a great
time! Can

nashifuku Can't wait to hear about it!

@ Add a comment... 856
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[ ] Counties

Beach visitors” home zip code
Number of visitors by zip code
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Ventura Pier
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Port Hueneme
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Santa Monica
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0% 40%
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Own ethnic background
My neighborhood/community
Similar in age

Sports fields

Dogs

Camping

Hotels nearby

Rental equipment
Public transportation
Pier

Bonfire pits

Busy, social experience
Picnic areas

Marine life
Concessions
Boardwalk

Accessible amenities
Showers

Not crowded
Lifeguards

Street parking

Size of the beach
Parking lot
Inexpensive parking
Restrooms

Trash cans

Water quality

Sand quality
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The percentage of people
responding “very" or
‘somewhat” important.

82.5% 94.2%

How important is the coast to you?
And the most important things at the beach for all Californians? According to

our survey of beachgoers: clean sand, clean water, a place to relax and enjoy
the scenery, and a place for kids to play.




The percentage of people
who visit several times a
year or more.

How often we visit the coast

Californians who live farther away from the coast don't visit as often. Distance

and time are big factors, along with the cost of staying overnight near the

beach.




Four obstacles to coastal access, ranked by California voters

Limited options for: Big problem Somewhat of a problem

Affordable
parking 33% 45%
Affordable overnight
accommodations 28% 47%

Public

transit 27% 41%
Public access

to the coast 21% 41%




TRAVEL COST MODEL OF VALUE AND COST OF BEACH VISITS

We used a travel cost model to calculate the value of trips to the beach. We found the average day trip had a
total value of $36.74 with travel to the coast costing $22.09, not including expenses at the beach, leaving a
surplus of $14.65. We found the average overnight trip of four nights had a total value of $605.05, with travel
costing $194.41, not including lodging, leaving a surplus of $410.64. Please see our report for details.

Overnight

s

Travel Cost Surplus

Travel Cost Surplus

If parking or day-use costs $15, many visitors might For the average stay of four nights, this leaves just
elect not to go to the beach. $102.66 a night for lodging.
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Economy

Hotel rooms closed on the coast since 1989.
Source: California Coastal Commission.
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Who doesn’t visit the coast or beach in California?

18% of Californians visit the coast or beach less than once a year

5 to 7% of Californians never visit the coast

1 out of 5 of those Californians live in the Central Valley

1d
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f live in households with income under $60,000 a year
f of them are Latino

f of them are foreign born

nird of them are unfamiliar with coastal amenities



Why Don't You Go to the Beach More Often?

AMOUNT OF TIME IT TAKES TO TRAVEL TO THE COAST

MY FRIENDS AND FAMILY DON’T GO TO THE COAST OR BEACH

AVAILABILITY AND COST OF PARKING

COST TO VISIT THE BEACH

PHYSICAL IMPAIRMENT PREVENTS ME FROM GOING TO THE COAST OR BEACH

LACK OF AFFORDABLE OPTIONS TO STAY OVERNIGHT

| CAN'T SWIM

GETTING TIME OFF WORK

LACK OF PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION OPTIONS

CONCERN ABOUT NEGATIVE INTERACTIONS WITH LAW ENFORCEMENT

22.3%

2.5%
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Recommendations

e Focus legislative and executive branch attention on
the beach



Recommendations

e Change the narrative on coastal access to be more
iInclusive



Recommendations

e Increase the supply of low-cost overnight
accommodations



Recommendations

e Enhance public transportation options



Recommendations

Focus legislative and executive branch attention on
the beach

Change the narrative on coastal access to be more
iInclusive

Increase the supply of low-cost overnight
accommodations

Enhance public transportation options

Recognize the importance of affordable parking



Recommendations

Focus legislative and executive branch attention on
the beach

Change the narrative on coastal access to be more
inclusive

Increase the supply of low-cost overnight
accommodations

Enhance public transportation options
Recognize the importance of affordable parking

Support groups that are changing the culture of
access to the coast
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Brown Girl Surf, Oakland
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Outdoor Outreach, San Diego
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Jon Christensen

UCLA Institute of the Environment and Sustainability
jonchristensen@ioes.ucla.edu

650-759-6534






